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1. Introduction 
Child marriage is any marriage where at least one of the parties is under 18 years of age.; i.e., a 
person below the age of 18. It can also refer to marriages where “both spouses are 18 or older but 
other factors make them unready to consent to marriage, such as their level of physical, 
emotional, sexual, and psychosocial development, or a lack of information regarding the 
person’s life options.” Additionally, “any marriage which occurs without the full and free 
consent of one or both of the parties and/or where one or both of the parties is/are unable to end 
or leave the marriage, including as a result of duress or intense social or family pressure,” falls 
within the definition of child early marriage. 

Executive Summary 

This is a report on early marriage workshop which had been conducted on 28th April 2022 by 
Shreeja India to implement strategies to end the practice of early marriage in Dhatrigram, Purba 
Bardhaman. This report focuses on assesses interventions on the basis of whether Shreeja India 
can successfully empower girls to achieve greater choice in the decisions that shape the future of 
Shreeja Girls. This report also shows how Shreeja India’s ‘Beyond Football’ program has helped 
girls overcome social evils such as child marriage. At Dhatrigram 87% of the population of 
Kalna subdivision live in the rural areas. Only 13% of the population live in the urban areas. 
Literacy rate of Dhatrigram is 68% according to the census but the literacy rate of tribal 
population at Dhatrigram is comparatively less. Due to their extreme poverty and lack of 
knowledge about society, it is not rare for first-generation learner tribal girls to fall prey to child 
marriage in such circumstances. We realised they needed information on early marriage and 
other associated social evils that are common in their society during the pre-workshop 
discussion.  Keeping this in mind, Shreeja India Team is omitted to conduct a series of 
knowledge-based sensitization programs against early marriage and other social evils like 
trafficking and violence.  
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2. Details of the Workshop on Early Marriage 
Target group: 52 Shreeja Girls from 11- 17-year-old including teachers and coach from the 
Shreeja Dhatrigram facility had attended the workshop. 

Ethical statement: This workshop and survey have been conducted after signing of consent forms 
by Shreeja Girls which was translated in Bengali. The participants were aware that their identity 
was being used and they can withdraw at any time or refuse to answer any question without any 
consequences of any kind. The purpose and nature of the workshop was explained to the 
participants. They were aware that their picture and videos recordings will be retained by Shreeja 
India to access it whenever required.  

Duration: 2 hours 

Nature of the Workshop: 

1. A pre workshop group discussion was conducted to know the views of participants 
in the early marriage workshop. 

2. A presentation was shown sensitizing participants attending the workshop. 

3. An interactive quiz was conducted to reinforce the information on the early 
marriage 

 

 Date: 28th April 2022 
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3. Analysis  

 

When asked what is considered as child marriage after the workshop 94.2% of the participants 
said that when a girl is below 18 year gets married without her consent is child marriage. The 
above bar diagram clearly represents that the Shreeja girls have understood what is child 
marriage.  

 

Causes of Child Marriage:  

Child Marriage has been a common phenomenon throughout history and is still prevailing in our 
society for many factors. Some of the reasons are as follows:  

 A girl child is generally considered to be a burden in the family  

 Parents and the community have the chance to pay lower dowry when the bride 
and the groom are young.  

 Child marriages are the easy way out for parents who want their children to 
accept their choice of partner.  

 Parents want to ensure safety of the girl child from sexual violence and admit 
their inability as parents to guarantee such safety  

 Parents want to ensure chastity and virginity of the bride. 

 Parents see marriage as a way to secure the girl’s future socially and 
economically. 

 Lack of education and awareness about the consequences of child marriage. 
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 Love Affairs and elopements.  

 

 

According to the majority of participants, their acquaintances and someone they know are 
pushed by their families to marry. Some of the reasons mentioned above. According to the pie 
chart above, 50 % believe "girls are coerced into marriage," while 30.8 % believe that they are 
married off early owing to financial circumstances at home. Elopement is also identified as a 
factor for early marriage by 13.5 %. When asked about the causes, few people mentioned 
trafficking, but when asked whether "Can Trafficking Lead to Child Marriage?" 96.2 percent of 
the participants responded yes, as seen in the chart below. Tribal girls from rural population are 
vulnerable to “Marriage trafficking”. Child marriage perpetuates the exploitation of health, rights 
and body of adolescent girls. This treatment of young girls is viewed as separate from human 

trafficking but in 
reality, it is a 
form of 
trafficking.   

 

 

   

Consequences of Child Marriage: 
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 Child marriage denies children their basic rights 

 The body and mind of children are put to grave and heinous danger 

 Marriage provides the legal sanction for engaging in sexual activity and 
procreation. It also jeopardizes their health 

 Early marriage resulting in early motherhood means placing both the young 
mother and her baby at risk 

 Early child marriage violates the child’s right to education  

 Child brides often experience a sudden decline in their social networks 

 Child marriage opens the door to an endless and vicious cycle of domestic 
violence, abuse and trafficking.  

The Present Laws in India concerning Child Marriage:  

 The law has threefold purposes: prevention of child marriages, protection of children 
involved and prosecution of offenders  

 Child Marriage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) appointed 

 This law has declared child marriage to be a cognizable and non-bailable offence. 

 An injunction can be issued by the court to prohibit its solemnization and if a marriage is 
solemnized after the injunction, then such a marriage shall be declared as null and void. 

 The law makes child marriages voidable by giving choice to the children in the marriage 
to seek annulment of marriage 

 This law also prescribes punishment for performing, conducting and abetting child 
marriage. 

 Provision for maintenance and residence to female contracting party to child marriage 

 Custody and maintenance of children of child marriages 
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The graphical representation above clearly shows that Shreeja girls are aware of the reliable 
person who can stop child marriage and apprehend its perpetrators, that if they witness a child 
marriage case, they can dial 1098 to report the case and also 94% identified that they can be 
apprehended by the police if they marry before their legal age.  
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Child Early Marriages makes Women more vulnerable to Violence 

 

Early marriage makes women more vulnerable to violence. The above graph shows that 92.3% 
of the participants agree to “Domestic violence is common in Child marriage”. Domestic 
violence is one of the social determinants of child marriage in India. Girls who get married off 
early do not have any decision-making power at home, women for that matter have low 
bargaining power in the household are more likely to experience violence by an intimate partner. 

 

Child Early Marriage Robs girls of their Agency 

Marriage at a young age prevents both girls and boys from exercising agency in making 
important life decisions and securing basic freedoms, including pursuing opportunities for 
education, earning a sustainable livelihood and accessing sexual health and rights, among others. 
More broadly, early and child marriage reinforces existing inequalities between men and women 
and among different economic classes, castes, and religious and ethnic groups. Child marriage is 
accompanied by early and frequent child birth resulting in higher mortality rates and can also 
result in suicide. 
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Child Early Marriage is a violation of Human Rights 

 

The above pie chart shows that participants agrees that “Child marriage is a violation of human 
rights. Marriage is seen as a way to bring certainty and insurance to an otherwise volatile 
environment. As a way to avoid greater uncertainty and as a way to mitigate risks, families are 
most likely to marry their children young. Women with low levels of education and adolescents 
ages 15 to 19 are at higher risk of violence than better educated or older women. The impact of 
early marriage on education, as girls are forced to drop out of school and on the health of young 
women, especially linked to early pregnancy. These two problems are essential to address, but 
there are other impacts that are also important. Education is a basic human right and we at 
Shreeja India want all girls to have their rights and Early marriage should not disrupt one’s 
education.  

 

Poverty often drives Child Marriage 

Economic gains through the marriage of a daughter may also motivate rural families. Most of the 
families have large family sizes. With such families, most parents are unable or unwilling to take 
care of their children. Early marriages are therefore seen as opportunities to reduce this burden. 
Others who cannot feed or send their children to school, give young girls off marriage to older 
men. Some parents arrange marriages between their children and their creditors as a way of 
settling debts. Consequently, poverty drive child marriage in a considerable way.  
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4. Conclusion 
These findings reveal that although the majority has rendered the right answers and therefore are 
appropriately sensitized about child marriage, yet there are others who need a little more time 
and support to grasp the concept and associated details in a better manner. Hence, Shreeja India 
has planned more follow up programs on child marriage in the near future. At Shreeja India, we 
understand the value of sharing the right information about child marriage among first generation 
learning tribal children from rural population. We also realize that this would need a sustainable 
approach to bring about an attitude change among the girls. We are therefore planning to 
continue our endeavor in this regard with a series of varied yet reinforcing awareness programs 
on child and early marriage among Shreeja children. 
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7. Questionnaires 

Child Marriage Awareness Questions | বাল িববাহ সেচতনতামূলক  

(Tick the right answer) | (স ঠক উ ের টক িচ  দাও) 

1 mark each for the right answer|( িতটা উ েরর জন  ১ ন র িনধািরত) 
 
1. What is considered child marriage? 
a. When a girl below 18 years gets married to a boy below 21 years 
b. When a girl below 18 years get married to a boy above 21 years 
c. Both 

১. কান ট বাল িববাহ বেল িবেবিচত হয়? 

ক. যখন ১৮ বছেরর কম বয়সী মেয় ২১ বছেরর কম বয়সী ছেলর সােথ িববাহব েন আব  

হয়। 
খ. যখন ১৮ বছেরর কম বয়সী মেয় ২১ বছেরর বিশ বয়সী ছেলর সােথ িববাহব েন আব  

হয়। 
গ. উভয়ই। 
2. Mention one cause of child marriage. 

২. বাল িববােহর এক ট কারণ উে খ কর। 
 
3. Can child marriage lead to trafficking? 
a. YES b. NO 

৩. বাল িববাহ িক পাচােরর কারণ হেত পাের? 

ক. হ া ঁখ. না 
4. Is domestic violence common in Child marriage? 
a. YES b. NO 

৪. বাল িববাহেত গাহ  িহংসা িক সাধারণ? 

ক. হ া ঁখ. না 
5. Is child marriage legal? 
a. YES b. NO 
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৫.বাল িববাহ িক আইনত বধ? 

ক. হ া ঁখ. না 
6. Can you be apprehended by police if you marry before your legal age? 
a. YES b. NO 

৬. আইিন বয়েসর আেগ িবেয় করেল িক তিম পুিলেশর হােত ধরা পড়েত পােরা? 

ক. হ া ঁখ. না 
 
7. Which number to call if you have to report a child marriage case? 
a. 1046 
b. 1098 
c. 1089 

৭. বাল িববােহর অিভেযাগ জানােত হেল কান না াের করেত হেব? 

ক. ১০৪৬ 

খ. ১০৯৮ 

গ. ১০৮৯ 
8. Is child marriage a violation of human right? 
a. YES b. NO 

৮.বাল িববাহ িক মানবািধকার ল ন কের? 

ক. হ া ঁখ. না 
9. Who can help in case of child marriage? 
a. CHILDLINE 
b. Police 
c. District Child Protection Officer 
d. All of the above 

৯. বাল িববাহ সং া  িবষেয় ক সাহায  করেত পাের? 

ক. চাই লাইন 

খ. পুিলশ 

গ. জলা িশ  সুর া কমকতা 
ঘ. ওপেরর সবকটা 
10. When is the right time to marry? 
a. Right after attaining the legal age of marriage 
b. After attaining legal age of marriage but after becoming economically independent 
c. At 17 years 

১০. িববােহর স ঠক সময় কখন? 

ক. িববােহর আইিন বয়স পরেনার ঠক পের। 
খ. িববােহর আইিন বয়স অজন কের অথৈনিতকভােব াধীন হওয়ার পর। 
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গ. ১৭ বছর বয়েস। 
 
























